

STAF? I-r : aTIl:G - IdAI^CJI 2, 1954 

The meeting convened at 11:30 A.IL Those present vere 
Messrs. Ean’nn, Belin, Slsenhcrg; Ely, Goldherg, Griff en, Hubert, 

Jenner, Lieteler, Mosk, Redlich, Slawson, Stem and iJillens. 

The first issue discussed ijas whether staff members should ' 
interview izitnesses prior to their appearance "before the Commission. 

The value of insuri3ag that the testimony heard hy the Commission he 
coherent and relatively brief -vzas ixrged in favor of such inteiviews. 

In opposition it ms argued that interviews would tend to iron out 

inconsistencies which should he noted hy the Commission. 

» 

It was concluded that inter\’’iews condxicted prior to the 
witness* appearance before the Commission he recorded and put in the 
record, unless the testimony is so remote or extraneous that an affadavit 
will suffice. 

lir. Eanldn remarked that he had spoken mth Mr. Carr concern- 
ing the taking of depositions dtiring the Riihy trial. Mr. Carr had 
reported a fear on the part of l>ir. Wade that our doing so muld provide 
Mr. Bel3.i mth an opportunity to claim that we were interfering mth 
the trial. Mr. VJade had, therefore, requested that we mit until after 
the trial, or at least conduct the interviews outside the Dallas area. 

Doubt i-7as expressed as to the reasonableness of Wade’s estirate 
of ten trial days. And it i-ra.s suggested that many of the vjitnesses, 
of. interest to us, would not he. susceptible of subpoena in connection 
with the Ruby trial. 
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One proposal rn.de i/as that the Cori'aission hrim the mtnesses 
to Ylashin^ton to testify. 13ie difficulty of heins sure that a memher 
of the Coraiaission vould he availahle to hear the testimony "v.’as noted. 
The follo\ri.ns schedule vras tentatively suggested: 

Wednesday: Lane 

Thursday : Four Secret Service agents 

Friday : Fo\xr eyemtnesses 

Next veek: Ten -vTitnesses from the Ball-Belin area. 

At 1:20 P.M. the meeting iTas recessed until Jj-:00 P.M. 
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